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Course Description: National University’s Faculty Foundations Course is a facilitated, asynchronous course (no required 

class meetings, start any time Monday) that can be completed at your own pace between Monday and Thursday of your 

session. The course provides an orientation to National University and delivers an overview of the skills and tools that you 

will use to teach here at NU. Within the four-day time frame, you will 

review a series of topics and complete scenario-based activities so 

you can be confident that you are prepared to effectively deliver an 

Exceptional Student Experience in your online classroom.  

Course Learning Outcomes: By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

→ Experience an online course from the student perspective

→ Describe the mission of National University and its distinctive four-week instructional model

→ Understand the characteristics of NU students

→ Assess digital readiness and access resources to support areas of need

→ Determine interventions for common student success scenarios using NU support services and resources

→ Set up and prepare for your course, including the addition of personalized content

→ Navigate the Blackboard Learning Management System from student and instructor perspectives

→ Use online collaborative tools to engage with students

→ Assess student work and provide meaningful feedback

Course Outline: The table below outlines the content to review each day and the associated activities. Completion of all 

activities is required, and you must earn at least 85 points (85%) to receive credit for this course and be approved to teach 

at NU. 

Content Area Activity Title Activity 
Points 

Total Points 
Possible 

Start Here 
Course Overview Pre-Course Assessment 5 5 Points 

Day One 
Teaching at  

National University 

1. Introduce Yourself
2. Digital Readiness and Technology
3. Faculty and Student Support

5 
5 
5 

15 Points 

Day Two 
Setting Up Your Course 

4. Personalize Course Syllabus
5. Add Details to Course Syllabus
6. Post a Course Announcement
7. Set Due Dates for Student Work

5 
5 
5 

10 

25 Points 

Day Three 
Facilitating Your Course 

8. Setting Up the Grade Center
9. Setting Up the Retention Center
10. Participating and Subscribing to a Discussion Board
11. Setting Up Collaborate Ultra

5 
10 
5 

10 

30 Points 

Day Four 
End of your course 

12. Grading a Discussion Board
13. Grading a Written Assignment
14. Managing Special Circumstances
15. Feedback and Post-course survey

5 
5 

10 
5 

25 Points 

Total Points 100 Points 
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Navigating your Courses: You will be provided with access to 

two separate courses as a part of Faculty Foundations, where you 

will be working in concurrently for some of the activities. Each 
course can be identified by the Course ID, title, and your role.  

NU-FF-DATE: NU Faculty Foundations Course 
In this course you have STUDENT access 
and will participate just as a student would in 
your online class.  

In this course you will: 

→ Access course announcements

→ Access and review content presented each day

→ Access the instructions for completing the activities
in your ESR334 practice course

→ Submit activity verifications

→ Review your course grades in My Progress

→ Collaborate with your facilitator and colleagues in the
discussion board

→ Complete a Pre- and Post-Workshop Survey

→ Ask questions for your facilitator in the online
Virtual Office

ESR334-DATE-YOURNAME: ESR334 Science for Elementary Educators 
In this practice course you have INSTRUCTOR 
access. This course is a simulation of a typical 

National University course pre-loaded with sample 

students and student work submissions where you 

can practice the skills you will use while teaching in 

your live courses.  

In the ESR334 practice course you will gain experience: 

→ Personalizing and adding details to the course syllabus

→ Posting announcements

→ Populating the course calendar and setting
assignment due dates

→ Setting up the online grade center

→ Setting up a Blackboard Collaborate session for

synchronous meetings

→ Participating in a discussion forum

→ Setting up the retention center

→ Providing feedback on assignments

→ Resetting an assignment and extending time on a

test for a student

→ Grading an assignment

→ Grading test questions

Activities that need to be completed in the ESR334 
practice course will be marked with this graphic: 

If you have any questions or need assistance, log in to your Faculty Foundations course and  
post a message for the facilitator using the Virtual Office link in the left-hand navigation menu. 




